Abortion: its contribution to maternal mortality.
Every year between 100,000 and 200,000 women die from illicit abortion. In this paper the magnitude of the problem is described, those most at risk are identified and methods of preventing unwanted pregnancy are suggested. It is argued that midwives have a major role to play in family planning counselling and the provision of contraceptive services. Midwives can also reduce maternal mortality by resuscitating women when emergencies arise from incomplete abortion. This paper is based on one originally given at the ICM/WHO/UNICEF pre-congress workshop is Kobe, Japan, October 1990.